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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suzuki in view of Sterin et al and Schaefer. 

Regarding claim 1 Suzuki teaches four rollers(col.6 lines 60-68), however 
Suzukui does not teach each roller having an irregular surface cover and four 
asynchronous motors, each of which drives a respective one of the rollers. 
Sterin et al teaches a roller assembly comprising an irregular surface (fig. 16a) 
and Schafer teaches four motors 12 that operate with a roller assembly (fig. 1) 
and rotate each respective one of the rollers. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art of roller 
assemblies to modify the roller assembly taught by Suzuki with a motor to directly 
be coupled to operate the roller assembly as taught by Schaffer and a roller 
assembly having rollers with an irregular surface as taught by Sterin et al and 
four motors as taught by Schafer for the purpose of simulating the environment of 
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a tire also, actuating a roller assembly to rotate along a particular axis and 
controllably operate the speed of each roller. 

With respect to an asynchronous motor, since Suzuki in view of Sterin et 
al and Schaefer discloses at least one type of motor to actuate a rotation with 
respect to the rollers. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to choose the most optimum and efficient motor that is readily available to 
the public after undo-experimentation. Furthermore, lacking any criticality it would 
appear that the motor assembly disclosed in Schaefer would perfonm equally as 
well. 

Regarding claims 2 and 3 Suzuki in view of Sterin et al and Schaefer 
does not teach any particular dimensions with respect to the rollers as claimed, 
however it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify each roller to define whatever particular dimensions necessary to test an 
automobile since it has been held that a change in the size of a prior art device is 
a consideration within the skill of the art. In re Rose , 220 F.2d 459, 105 USPQ 
237 (CCPA 1955) and it appears that the apparatus' as taught by Suzuki in view 
of Sterin et al and Schaefer would suggest some set of dimensions that are 
effectively implemented in to operate these particular parts of machinery. 

Regarding claim 1 1 Suzuki and Sterin et al does not explicitly disclose 
control units, each of which controls speed and angular synchronism of a 
respective one of the rollers. Schaefer teaches a control unit 52 for the motors 
12. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the roller assembly taught by Suzuki and 
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Sterin et al to include a motor controller as taught by Schaefer for the purpose of 
actuating and efectively controlling rotational speeds of the rollers. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 4-10 and 12-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a 

rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: The cited prior art does not disclose nor suggest a roller 
assembly for a road simulation test assembly to include rollers each comprising a 
plurality of coating rows extending in axial direction along respective outer 
circumferences of the rollers, each pavement row comprises a plurality of paving 
stones arranged side by side and in the first operating mode, the rollers are 
driven by the asynchronous motors and the motor vehicle is operated in neutral, 
and in the second operating mode, the rollers are driven by the motor vehicle.. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. US patents 5000038, 5101660. 4385518 and 4385518 
all disclose apparatus' that simulate road test. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Andre J. Allen whose telephone number 
is 571-272-2174. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be reached on 571-272-2180. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free), v^^!^^:^^'^^*^^^^^ 
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